The repair of the torn inferior canaliculus ( Fig. 1 a and b) remains one of the ophthalmic surgeon's more tantalising problems, to which many approaches have been made. Among these are an ingenious method devised by D. P. Greaves (Stallard, 1976) , using a lachrymal cannula and nylon thread, the retrograde needles of Kellnar (1960) , the hooked pigtail probe from the Dutch Medical Workshop (Worst, 1962) , the French eye pigtail probe (Kartch, 1971) , and a method devised by Meacham (Meacham, 1972) , using the Veirs rod (Veirs, 1962) and the pigtail probe (Worst, 1962) .
The author has developed the lachrymal cannula a stage further and designed a cannulated probe ( Fig. 2 ) with left and right-sided ends. Having introduced this instrument via the upper punctum and canaliculus until it presents at the torn medial end of the lower canaliculus or at the orifice of the lower punctum (Fig. 3) , a length of silicone tubing, fused to a 4/0 nylon suture (Fig. 4 ) (CaudwellDocherty tube), is introduced into the probe (Fig. 5 ). It can be seen that when the silicone is homed into the tip of the probe (Fig. 6 ) the transition from probe to tubing is smooth and atraumatic to the delicate epithelium of the canaliculus. The probe is then withdrawn (Fig. 7) .
Silicone tubing is the ideal material for intubation as it is sufficiently wide to re-establish the original canaliculus's internal diameter and, being flexible, is well tolerated strapped to the forehead for 4 weeks. It therefore increases the probability of successful reconstruction of the canaliculus.
The operating microscope and constant suction greatly facilitate the introduction and passage of the probe into the canalicular circuit, as the tip can repair of the torn inferior canaliculus are tissues and the skin, and it has the advantage, particularly in children, in whom this injury is common, of being absorbed. It also produces minimal suture scarring (Fig. 8) .
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